
Regular Selectboard Meeting 1 

Large Conference Room – Town Offices 2 

Tuesday, July 14, 2020 3 

Meeting Minutes 4 

 5 

NOTE:  Due to the need for separation to prevent the spread of COVID-19 virus, 6 

the meeting was held remotely via video conferencing with participants.   7 

 8 

Members Present: Brian Carpenter, Heather Seeley, Lindsay Fuentes-George, Victor 9 

Nuovo and Dan Brown. Nick Artim and Farhad Khan were absent. 10 

 11 

Staff Present:  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, Assistant Town Manager Chris 12 

English, Police Chief Tom Hanley, and Director of Public Works Operations Bill Kernan. 13 

 14 

Others Present:  Addison County Economic Development Corporation Executive 15 

Director Fred Kenney, and members of the community and applicants for committee 16 

appointments. 17 

 18 

The meeting was streamed live on the MCTVVT YouTube channel. 19 

 20 

1.  Call to Order 21 

 22 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Chair Brian Carpenter 23 

 24 

2.   Approval of Agenda 25 

 26 

Carpenter noted there were two items to add to the agenda: the approval of the July 8, 27 

2020 Special Selectboard Meeting minutes would be added as item 3.a. and a request 28 

for a purchase of UV lights for the Wastewater Plant as a sole-source item would be 29 

added as 11.a.   30 

 31 

Seeley moved to approve the agenda as amended, and Nuovo seconded the motion.  32 

The motion carried with 5 in favor, 2 absent. MOTION PASSED. 33 

 34 

3.  Approval of Minutes of June 23, 2020  35 

 36 

Nuovo moved to approve the minutes of June 23, 2020, seconded by Seeley. The 37 

minutes were approved as presented with 5 in favor, 2 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 38 

 39 

3.a. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 2020 40 
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 41 

Seeley moved to approve the minutes of July 8, 2020, seconded by Nuovo.  The 42 

minutes were approved as presented with 4 in favor, 1 abstention (Fuentes-George) 43 

and 2 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 44 

 45 

4.  Citizen Comments 46 

 47 

There were no citizen comments. 48 

 49 

 50 

5. Local Emergency Management Director/Chief of Police,  51 

Update on Pandemic Response 52 

 53 

Chief Hanley said they’ve been receiving a lot of calls about people not complying with 54 

the Governor’s orders and people not wearing masks.  He said they’ve seen an 55 

increase in what he would call “vigilantism” and there have also been more conflicts, an 56 

increase in weapon sales, and we have to try and keep the lid on things so they don’t 57 

get out of control. He said the homeless people are slowly being moved from the local 58 

hotels and a group have returned to Burlington and other places, and there are no 59 

homeless people living on the streets in town; they’re all in housing. 60 

 61 

Hanley said there had been no COVID cases in Middlebury in a couple of months, but 62 

he’s been concerned about the cavalier attitudes around town and that many aren’t 63 

wearing masks, so things could change because the virus is still out there.  He said he’d 64 

been receiving a lot of emails regarding the effectiveness of masks once the College 65 

students return, and he’s been trying to put out information on masks in each bulletin 66 

that goes out.  He also said the Governor still does not want any punitive enforcement 67 

on masks, but the Governor is becoming a little more stringent on people who are 68 

coming from away that are not quarantining.  Hanley said he’d had some calls from 69 

owners of Airbnb properties in town and he’d gone over the requirements with them, so 70 

he thinks we’ll be okay in Middlebury. 71 

 72 

Hanley said in regards to the College, they have a very vigorous plan in place and the 73 

students that are in town currently and living off campus have been compliant, so the 74 

students are not the problem. 75 

 76 

6. Fred Kenney, Executive Director of the Addison County Economic 77 

Development Corporation (ACEDC), Update on Pandemic Recovery: Review of 78 

State and Regional Efforts for Economic Recovery 79 

 80 
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Kenney said the report on the needs assessment survey the Federal Recovery Team 81 

did in Middlebury and other Vermont towns will be out this week and he’ll send it to 82 

everyone when he receives it.  He said there will be a visit to each county from 83 

someone from the Governor’s Task Force on economic mitigation, and Addison 84 

County’s visit is scheduled for September 17th. 85 

 86 

Kenney said the grant programs are starting up and 3,500 applications have been 87 

received so far.  He said this is a first-come-first-serve program, so the funds will go 88 

fast.  He went over the various grants available to a variety of businesses and said if 89 

they aren’t up and running yet, they will be soon. He said Addison County Economic 90 

Development Corp (ACEDC) will be posting a matrix on their website to help people 91 

figure out which one to apply for, and their staff is ready to assist businesses as well.  92 

He said businesses can only access one program, since the funds are all coming from 93 

the same Relief Funds, so you need to decide which one to apply for. 94 

 95 

He said there is $30 million in funding set aside for housing assistance, with $25 million 96 

of that for renters and landlords to help catch-up on rents and there is a program for 97 

low-income households to help with mortgage payments. 98 

 99 

Kenney said the State had discussed establishing a statewide fund using all the 100 

Revolving Loan Funds from around the state to provide long-term, low-interest loans for 101 

businesses, but that didn’t happen and they decided to do the grants instead.  He said 102 

he’d suggested to Town Manager Ramsay that Middlebury could do a Revolving Loan 103 

Fund using the remaining Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, not the 104 

Middlebury Business Development (MBD) Funds.  He said ACEDC could design and 105 

administer the program, but the Town could process and approve all applications.  106 

Kenney said the other option would be to transfer the funds to ACEDC and they would 107 

run the program using whatever guidelines the Town established for businesses in 108 

Middlebury.  He said the third option would be to transfer the funds to ACEDC and 109 

they’d combine them with their Revolving Loan Funds for loans to Middlebury 110 

businesses or to Addison County businesses.  He said the loans could be setup as 111 

either relief from COVID losses, or just regular loans for growth and expansion.    112 

 113 

Kenney said Ramsay had suggested the Economic Health Committee could reconvene 114 

and review the options and come back with a recommendation and guidelines and 115 

criteria for a Revolving Loan Fund. 116 

 117 

Nuovo said he’d really like some time to study and review the options, and he’d like to 118 

hear from the Town Planner on how this might work into the Downtown Master Plan 119 

that’s being developed.   120 
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 121 

Seeley said while she doesn’t have anything against other Addison County businesses, 122 

she would like to see these funds go to Middlebury businesses since these funds were 123 

earmarked for Middlebury to begin with.  She also would like to see ACEDC administer 124 

this program rather than have the Town establish a committee to review loan 125 

applications, since they have more experience with that.  She did wonder if at some 126 

time in the future we could get the money back if there was a use for it, and Kenney 127 

said it could be set up any way they want.  He said ACEDC has loaned over $5 million 128 

dollars to Addison County businesses since they established their Revolving Loan 129 

Fund, and those funds revolve back to keep the funds replenished. 130 

 131 

Nuovo said Kenney’s predecessor always said ACEDC didn’t make loans to retail 132 

businesses, but he feels that’s an important part of our economy, and he wouldn’t be in 133 

favor of this if it didn’t help retail businesses as well.  Kenney said the funds still belong 134 

to Middlebury, and they’re only be a trustee of the funds and will lend it out anyway you 135 

want.  Kenney said his predecessor could have been referring to the funds available 136 

through the USDA, and one of their rules is the funds can’t be used for retail 137 

businesses. 138 

 139 

Seeley asked how long it would take to get the program running, and Kenney said he 140 

thought it would take at least a month or so to get the details worked out.  Carpenter 141 

pointed out it might take longer before a qualified applicant actually is approved for 142 

funds, however.  Kenney said hopefully this would be setup and ready to go just about 143 

the time we’ll be coming out of this COVID crisis.  Carpenter said it would be nice to 144 

have this ready when we’re coming out of the Downtown Bridge Project. 145 

 146 

Ramsay said she’d heard from Board member Nick Artim, and that he’d like to 147 

investigate what other uses there might be for these Revolving Loan Funds, such as 148 

housing or infrastructure, or some other type of community development, so he has 149 

some more questions he needs answered before going forward. 150 

 151 

Nuovo said he’s not ready for a recommendation from the Economic Health Committee 152 

right now, but they could look at options.  He said he wants this to be more open so the 153 

Board can decide how these funds can be used for Middlebury businesses.  Carpenter 154 

said the question he’d pose to the Committee would be how we could utilize the funds in 155 

a lending fashion.  Seeley said she would be okay with Committee doing some work on 156 

it. Nuovo said he also wants to hear from Town staff on possibilities for uses of the 157 

funds too, so wants to keep our options open.   158 

 159 
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Carpenter said it seems to be agreed the funds should be used for Middlebury, whether 160 

for businesses or projects, and he doesn’t think we’re locked into using the funds in any 161 

particular manor.  He asked Kenney if the Committee was really needed to give them an 162 

idea of how these funds could help in the community, or could ACEDC provide the 163 

information on terms of loans, number of businesses we could help, or how else we 164 

could we use the funds to pursue community development and fill empty storefronts 165 

downtown.   He asked Kenny to have some information ready to present by the Board’s 166 

August 11th meeting. 167 

 168 

7. Nominations to Appointed Boards, Committees,  169 

Commissions & Official Positions 170 

 171 

Carpenter went over the color-coded chart the Board had been provided showing 172 

current members and their terms on the various positions, the ones up for 173 

reappointment and new applicants for the open positions.   174 

 175 

Fuentes-George said she’d asked Ramsay that in the future it would help to see how 176 

many terms people have served on a committee/board so the Selectboard could look 177 

into the possibility of rotation of people. 178 

 179 

Eric Remsen said he was applying for the Infrastructure Committee, Planning 180 

Commission and the Middlebury Area Land Trust.  He said he was an educator and had 181 

just taken over the Safe Routes to School Program from Laura Asermily. 182 

 183 

Mark Wilch said he’s currently the Zoning Administrator for the Town of Salisbury, and 184 

their DRB clerk.  He’s said he was applying for a position on the Development Review 185 

Board and thought he could offer his expertise in that area. 186 

 187 

Kyle Mitchell said he applied to the Middlebury Sports Commission, and he’s currently 188 

an Alternate on the Parks and Recreation Committee and it has been very educational 189 

and he has full knowledge of Middlebury sports and the technical work that goes into 190 

them.  He said he’s also applying for Middlebury Community TV Board because he has 191 

experience with filming on all different levels. 192 

 193 

Carol Harden said she’s lived in Middlebury for 5-years and feels it’s time to do 194 

something for the community.  She said she’s had experience on a national and 195 

international level, and her expertise is in water and water resources and she’s a trained 196 

physical geographer and is a retired geography professor from the University of 197 

Tennessee. She said she has applied for the Conservation Commission since that’s the 198 

one she feels she could really put her expertise to benefit the community. 199 
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 200 

Retired Town Planner and Zoning Administrator Fred Dunnington said he was offering 201 

his services to fill the positions of Town Agent and Fence Viewer. 202 

 203 

Seeley asked Eric Remsen about his interest in 3 committees and was he interested in 204 

serving on all three, and if not, what was his order of preference.  Remsen said 205 

Infrastructure Committee would be his first choice, followed by MALT second and 206 

Planning Commission third.  Seeley asked him what his primary interest was on 207 

Infrastructure, and he replied transportation. 208 

 209 

Carpenter said traditionally they place all names in nomination and appointments will be 210 

made at the next meeting. 211 

 212 

Fuentes-George moved to enter into nomination the names of all individuals who have 213 

expressed interest in appointment in 2020 to a vacancy on a Town board, commission, 214 

committee or office.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 5 in favor, 2 215 

absent.  MOTION PASSED. 216 

 217 

8. Discuss ideas and timing for a public engagement process regarding recent 218 

letters received by the Town calling for defunding the Middlebury police 219 

department as part of the national movement to address systemic racism 220 

 221 

Hannah Horris said she was representing a group of concerned citizens, and thanked 222 

the Board for recognizing them.  She said they’re still working to consolidate as a group 223 

and organize before going more public, but at this time she didn’t feel they were ready 224 

to engage publically. 225 

 226 

Jason Kaye said their group is recently formed and is exploring how to address 227 

systemic racism in Middlebury, of which defunding police is one of the possible 228 

components.  He said they don’t have a proposal to discuss at this point, but they are 229 

eager to present one when they’re ready.  He said they aren’t spokespeople for the 230 

larger issue, just what this issue means to them.  He said the letters the Town has 231 

received have focused on defunding police, and that is a complex discussion and 232 

requires clarity and context. He said they just wanted to introduce themselves and look 233 

forward to future conversations, maybe in smaller, one-on-one conversations.   234 

 235 

Carpenter asked Ramsay if she had any information on what the College was doing on 236 

this topic, and Ramsay said she did not.  Nuovo said the College has their own 237 

problems, which are substantial, but they’re trying to work them out.  Nuovo said this is 238 

a substantial problem, and we’re really talking about the role of civil society and racism 239 
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has been here since this country was founded, and he thought it would be helpful to 240 

have a community discussion.  He said it’s very deeply imbedded in our institutions and 241 

maybe we can have a great awakening and he’d like to see that happen.   242 

 243 

Brown said he knew Board meeting schedules were tight with only 10-15 minutes per 244 

topic, so wondered how they could handle it when discussions such as this need 245 

extensive time.  Brown said his church is having 4 training sessions on the topic and 246 

then they’ll look at where the church will go with the problem.  He said he knows there’s 247 

a problem, but he isn’t sure how to proceed with this, so maybe some type of training 248 

process for the Board would help to move forward.  Nuovo said there is some expertise 249 

at the College that could help with this.  Carpenter asked the Board how they felt about 250 

reaching out for some training and seeing what we can do on a town government level.  251 

Nuovo, Brown and Seeley said they’d be interested.  Fuentes-George said she was 252 

interested but wondered what type of training would it be.  Seeley thought someone 253 

speaking on what a town government could do to help would be helpful, but she isn’t 254 

sure where to start. 255 

 256 

Fuentes-George asked Horris and Kaye if they had found other communities that were 257 

further along in this discussion.  Horris said they’d done a group exercise where they 258 

gathered information from various-sized towns across the country, so they have a lot of 259 

data regarding that, and they have done some brainstorming how this would apply to 260 

Middlebury, so while they aren’t ready to discuss it, they are working on it. 261 

 262 

Nuovo said it isn’t training; it’s enlightenment to the long and shameful heritage and to 263 

have some understanding.  He said they need a session where they can be informed 264 

and gain a perspective on the issues and then as a Board decide what measures to 265 

take.  Carpenter said racism and prejudice exist in many societies and he’s not sure he 266 

while it always been present in our society we can work to make it better now.  He said 267 

he and Seeley and Ramsay will brainstorm and reach out to the College and Horris and 268 

Kaye’s group, but he doesn’t want to create a special committee at this time. 269 

 270 

Kaye said this is a deep-rooted issue and there is limitless training and educational 271 

opportunities and discussion groups, and he and his group would be happy to provide 272 

the Board with a list that they’ve found helpful and might help the Board take the next 273 

steps. 274 

 275 

Asermily said just the fact the Board had this item on the agenda for discussion this 276 

evening was a positive thing, and the faith communities are very active in discussing 277 

this matter.  She thought maybe the Board needs to be more proactive in recruiting for 278 

diversity in the future, and that might be a good step to take. 279 
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 280 

Carpenter said they have some options to look at to engage the community. 281 

 282 

9. Approve Selectboard order regarding the placement of a temporary stop sign 283 

for northbound traffic on Seymour Street at Seymour Street Extension, per the 284 

Town of Middlebury Ordinance for the Regulation of Traffic Lights and Traffic 285 

Signs, in anticipation of increased traffic volumes due to the Bridge & Rail Project 286 

this summer 287 

 288 

Chief Hanley said the Board had approved the stop sign at the Seymour St/Seymour St 289 

Ext intersection in March, but there needs to be a legal document in order to make it 290 

enforceable.  He said they simply need to make an order for this sign to be placed for a 291 

specified amount of time. 292 

 293 

Nuovo said in accordance with Article XII of the Town of Middlebury Ordinance for the 294 

Regulation of Traffic Lights and Traffic Signs, I move to order the placement of a 295 

temporary stop sign for northbound traffic on Seymour Street at Seymour Street 296 

Extension, to manage increased traffic volume due to summer construction of the 297 

Bridge & Rail Project.  The order is effective July 14, 2020 and will expire in 90 days.  298 

Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 5 in favor, 2 absent.  MOTION 299 

PASSED. 300 

 301 

10. Sole-source purchase request from DPW Operations Director Bill Kernan for 302 

playground equipment for the Tot Lot at Recreation Park. Total cost to the Town 303 

to be offset by matching funds from a Rotary Club District Grant 304 

 305 

Bill Kernan said this project has been in the works for several years.  He said when he 306 

came to town in 2016, the condition of some of the amenities at the Recreation Park 307 

were in rough shape, so they’ve been working on improvements over the years to the 308 

tennis courts, swimming pool, the new pavilion, and now the tot lot.  He said Parks & 309 

Recreation Superintendent Dustin Hunt has worked with the Rotary and they’ve agreed 310 

to contribute $8,000 toward the project in the form of a Rotary District Grant, and Rotary 311 

members will also be providing labor to assist in installation of the equipment. He said 312 

there will be some additional costs, such as fencing, but these costs are all covered in 313 

the budget. 314 

 315 

Fuentes-George asked about ADA compliance and Kernan said Hunt would be better 316 

able to answer that, since he’s the one who did the research on the ADA compliance 317 

information.  He said he believes there is ADA access to the Tot Lot, but he isn’t sure to 318 
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what extent, but because we’re under budget there would be money to do what needed 319 

to be done to make it accessible. 320 

 321 

Seeley moved to approve the purchase of playground equipment requested by the 322 

Parks & Recreation Department for the Tot Lot at Rec Park under the Sole-Source 323 

provision of the Purchasing Policy for a total cost of $23,417.  Nuovo seconded the 324 

motion.  The motion moved with 5 in favor, 2 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 325 

 326 

11. Sole-source purchase request from Wastewater Superintendent Bob Wells to 327 

replace failed hydraulic cylinders in the  328 

dewatering units at the Wastewater Treatment Facility 329 

 330 

Kernan said the Wastewater staff used the hydraulic cylinders they had in stock to 331 

replace the failed ones in the dewatering units at the plant, so they now need to 332 

purchase new ones to replenish their inventory.  These are specific cylinders needed for 333 

this machine. 334 

 335 

Brown wondered why the Board needed to approve them if they were an in-stock item.  336 

Ramsay said that once they approve them as a sole-source item, then going forward 337 

they can be purchased without Board approval. 338 

 339 

Seeley moved to approve the purchase of hydraulic cylinders for the dewaterng units at 340 

the Wastewater Treatment Facility under the Sole-Source provision of the Purchasing 341 

Policy for a total cost of $3,987. Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 5 342 

in favor, 2 absent. MOTION PASSED. 343 

 344 

11a. Sole-Source purchase request from Wastewater Superintendent Bob Wells 345 

for replacement UV Lamps at the Wastewater Treatment Facility 346 

 347 

Kernan said the UV lamps disinfect the water prior to it being released, and up until now 348 

we had a good deal with a vendor that was supplying us with the bulbs, but they have 349 

discontinued production of the UV4000, forcing the move the only other provider – 350 

TrojanUV – and because this is an annual purchase required for routine plant 351 

maintenance, future purchases will not require the Board’s approval. 352 

 353 

Seeley moved to approve the purchase of UV4000 disinfection lamps for the 354 

Wastewater Treatment Facility from TrojanUV, under the Sole-Source provision of the 355 

Purchasing Policy, for a total cost of $20,160.  Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  356 

The motion carried with 5 in favor, 2 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 357 

 358 
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Seeley said when we look at upgrading the wastewater plant, she hoped we were 359 

looking at a more cost-effective way to process the water. 360 

 361 

12. Request to Reserve FY20 Health Reimbursement Accounts for use in FY21, as 362 

many medical appointments could not be kept during the last four months due 363 

the COVID-19 pandemic 364 

 365 

Ramsay said the Town reimburses a portion of employees’ health insurance as part of 366 

our health insurance program, and since medical services haven’t been available on a 367 

routine basis the last few months due to the COVID pandemic, we haven’t incurred all 368 

the expenses we usually do.  She said this request is to earmark some of these funds to 369 

hold them into the next fiscal year to help with these expenses when they occur.   370 

 371 

Seeley asked about why some of these funds were in the Equipment Fund, and 372 

Ramsay said some of the funds are budgeted for each department. 373 

 374 

Fuentes-George moved to approve the assignment of a total of $74,300 of the FY20 375 

Fund Balance to the FY21 budget, as detailed in Treasurer Jackie Sullivan’s June 30, 376 

2020 memo, to cover anticipated employee medical claims held over from FY20.  Brown 377 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 5 in favor, 2 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 378 

 379 

13. Capital Improvement Project Account Close-outs 380 

 381 

Ramsay said this is a year-end exercise to clean up Capital expenses and allocate them 382 

to the proper accounts for review during the final audit.  She said these have 383 

accumulated for a number of years so we’re finally cleaning them up. She said there is 384 

a net-zero change in expenditures. 385 

 386 

Fuentes-George moved to approve the fiscal year-end capital improvement closeout 387 

entries, as presented.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 5 in favor, 388 

2 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 389 

 390 

14.  Approval of Check Warrants 391 

 392 

Seeley said under the authority granted by the Selectboard on April 28, 2020, I have 393 

reviewed and approved, on behalf of the Board, total expenditures in the amount 394 

of $1,081,470.61, consisting of $953,065.99 for accounts payable, and $128,404.62 for 395 

payroll, for the period June 24, 2020 through July 14, 2020, and move the Board’s 396 

approval of payment of these expenditures.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion 397 

carried with 6 in favor, 2 absent. MOTION PASSED. 398 
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 399 

15. Town Manager’s Report 400 

 401 

Ramsay said the Board’s June 9th endorsement of Bill Kernan’s proposal for repairs to 402 

Creek Road that would enable its reopening kicked off a brief flurry of community posts 403 

on Front Porch Forum largely speaking in opposition to the plan.  She said as previously 404 

reported to the Board, she has also received email and voice messages from a handful 405 

of concerned citizens and, in anticipation of a future public process to gather formal 406 

community input on the future of Creek Road, sent each the following reply: 407 

 408 

Thank you for your comments regarding the Selectboard's June 9th decision to 409 

reopen Creek Road.  The Town of Middlebury has struggled with what to do 410 

about the impact Otter Creek is having on Creek Road for a number of years. 411 

After a large-scale engineering study and work by the Creek Road Task Force 412 

appointed by the Select Board, unfortunately there is still no clear or inexpensive 413 

solution.  Currently Creek Road is a Class III roadway.  According to State law, 414 

unless it is reclassified, it must remain open to traffic.  In light of this, the Town is 415 

undertaking limited work to make the road safe to reopen, until a more 416 

permanent solution is found.  The Select Board is committed to working with all 417 

stakeholders moving forward to find the best solution for the community. 418 

 419 

We are collecting all of the input we receive on this subject and will be sharing 420 

them with the Board. You can find additional information regarding the Creek 421 

Road Task Force recommendation to reopen the road and a record of the 422 

Selectboard's discussions on the Town of Middlebury website. 423 

 424 

Ramsay also reported the proposed 2020-2021 Neighbors Together budget is in the 425 

Board packet for review, along with a budget narrative provided by BMP Director Karen 426 

Duguay. 427 

 428 

She said resident Irene Barna had left her a voicemail message conveying her sincere 429 

thanks and gratitude to the Selectboard, Town Staff and all others involved in placing 430 

the large electronic sign on Seymour Street at the approach to the Pulp Mill Bridge that 431 

warns drivers of oversized vehicles away from the bridge.  432 

 433 

18. Board Member Concerns 434 

 435 

Nuovo said he hoped the next meeting the Board could meet in person, since it’s hard 436 

to discuss things electronically. 437 

 438 
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Brown said he agreed with Nuovo on meeting in person.  He said Irene Barna also 439 

called him and thanked him regarding the sign on Seymour Street. 440 

 441 

Seeley said she wanted to remind the people commenting on the use of Creek Road 442 

that there are some 18 miles of the TAM trail around Middlebury that could also be used 443 

for bird watching and dog walking, and while she understands the draw of Creek Road, 444 

there other options in Town she would encourage people to use. 445 

 446 

Seeley also wanted to give a shout-out to the Ilsley Library staff and their creative 447 

efforts to make library materials available to everyone during this shutdown. 448 

 449 

Fuentes-George said people seem to think they can’t go downtown at all during 450 

construction, and so she wondered if there was anything else we can do to let everyone 451 

know the downtown is still open.  She said she didn’t have any specific idea of where to 452 

place signs, but to encourage people to use Experience Middlebury website for 453 

information on what’s open downtown.  Carpenter said we need to double down and 454 

make sure the word is going out.   Ramsay suggested maybe get some yard signs just 455 

saying downtown is open and place them around town.  Seeley said the electronic sign 456 

as you are heading into town from the south mentions the detour and wonders if they 457 

can add a line that says downtown is open. 458 

 459 

Carpenter said the next meeting on July 28th was going to be a big meeting with the 460 

College presenting their plan to host students returning to campus and how they plan to 461 

mitigate risk and to deal with potential threats.  He said we’ll give the College an 462 

opportunity to present their plan and then open it up for questions.  He said he wants 463 

the people in town to know about this opportunity to ask their questions. 464 

 465 

21. Adjourn 466 

 467 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. upon motion by Nuovo, seconded by Seeley. 468 

 469 

The next meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard will be Tuesday, July 28, 2020 at 7:00 470 

p.m. 471 

 472 

Respectfully submitted, 473 

Beth Dow 474 

 475 

 476 


